WER LEVEL OF ARQ, COMPLETE
{1 CLay Paky NMini Scan HPEs
SET INTO THE CEILING
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ome eight thousand ancient glass bottles
lay beneath the foundations of ARQ
Sydney, on the site of Taylor Square's origi-

nal water hole. It quenched horses and

other animals at the turn of the 20th centu-
ry. In it's next phase in the 30s and 40s, the site became
a truck depot and later a motor mechanics operation
servicing ltalian sports cars.

These days the only purpose built venue of it's kind in
Australia is surrounded by quaint shops, cafes and pri-

vate residences, despite which there have been no com-
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plaints of noise pollution. The whole building was
designed every inch of the way by an acoustic engineer,
who during the course of construction, came to be
known as “God". A toilet couldn't be put in the place
without clearing it with “God” first.

The entire roof superstructure has a column free porial
frame roof that floats on rubber bearing pads preventing
external noise transmission. There are five layers of fie
and sound insulation and nearly 3 metres of headroom
were sacrificed to create the necessary air gaps to con-

tain low frequencies. Says co-owner Chris Curtis, “The s



&project acoustic engineer has effectively

néd roams within reems in an effort to con-
nly be dene if, os hare,
gned to suppori the

rreatments ... [not only but alse)

Mo ensure that the acoustics in beth rooms for

Irve and recorded materniol ore second to none.
The “higher deilies™ of AR

systerm 15 @ €0 aboration of Mow York

Dash and Sydney's Slave Piy Lid. The lighting

cperator is the world renowned Allon Porkinsen

wha, aport trom some select mojor Austrolion

cnd overseas dance porties is exclusive to ARG
Sydney.
The project was onginally conceived in 1991,
of litigation and 4 se
atles to get o 24 heour licence and
o increqse

copacity o 900 pecple. Forlunately

Mr. Curtis is a barrister, who ocpproached nol

only licensing but the enlire project as o brief.
v developer Shadd Donesi, their

af infermation ond inspirghion was

LT
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our very own entertainment fechnology publico-
tion farmerly known as WDE. Construction

begon in June 1998 ond losied continucusly 4ill

the club opened on 13 August 1959,

Design objeclive wos to create ¢ truly multi-
functional spoce, to achisve the cne thing which
all resecrch suggested wos the maost difficult -
“The creotion of an ocesthetic spoce that could

transform itself info @ superclub withoul locking

like an empty disco when being used for alher

aurposes.” To achieve that, tenders were solicit-

d from around the world, all of which were
i seted. Consequently they designed it them-

selves, iiumphantly resulting in such mojor inno-
volions os telescopic lighl poles an

Iron” ng 1|':r'r"u:|1'| which they pass, in effect

tanna computer that's alés a seulplure ond 2§

ports infelligent lights and other effeds. The oo
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f the the rig ond telescopic po's

Whan “God"” anxiously decreed thai it coud |

sily ke turred inte a giont eche chamber, eoh |

wos crecied 1-.1'"1 ..H"'{Ll alions on Onify Twi o

dditionally each cell can be cpe

ingepan

there are infinite frim he

ndently from the others.

When e

hts, thal can shrink o

expend the volume of the room, thereby crecting |

environments thot are comforioble with o clugde §

of corporate executives or 5-:.--.rer:|] hundred Ioiely
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an rubber to return

patrans. All wood ars Ore Sprng

vibration oozing bass up

through their feet. And as guests ond even

nlc: her deities

re known o gef hu ngery on

oCcasion, c:-:n:-:r:nIL.'r_-Zg,- No expense wi

the kilchen - de:

ed by four exe




Then there are the spirils, beth piped in ond
hounting - not anly is this one af the few venues
in fhe world with scotch, bourbon and vodka en

fop, there's reported to be o resident friendly
po rﬁrge.'-st thod cpargtes the 'ﬂ-::p on trash con-
toiners, All house spinis and besrs ore pumpse

in from just one arsg, the toicl spoce 15 designed
so that no frosh ever has 1o be carried aeross the
public floors in o venue cir-condifioned with 99%
pure oxygen. ARG even hos its own substotion
grrgngements, construciion of which included the
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tlosure of Oxford Strest, one of Sydnsy's busiest

grteries,

There are no dead ends so patrons never have

to back trock, Swedish Ecophan acoustic panels

throughowt, five thousend dellar acoustic doars,

airlocks within qirlacks, |:$E:E_! pic) a varitable ®

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

* THE ‘WAFFLE IRON' LIGHTING RIG HOLDING A
myriAD MarTin ProFessional MAC moving
HEADS

* More MarTiN MACS oM THE SECONDARY
DANCEFLOOR

* Vopka, BOURBOMN AND SCOTCH ON TAP,
COPERATED BY THE RESIDEMT POLTERGEIST

* COSY ALCOVES AND THE SOUND-PROOFED,
AIR-LOCHED DOOR

* THE BASER SPORTING REQUIREMENTS ARE
STILL CATERED FOR

- THE TELESCOPIC MEEDGLE LIGHTING RIG =
ANOTHER HIGHLY SECRETIVE INNOUATION
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THE IRREGULARSOUND DISPERSION

WALL - PART OF THE
CUSTOMISED AUDID SYSTEM usina JBL COMPONENTS

#flogting submarine of sound and light. 20 ISDN
lines sllow video-conferencing ond outside breedeasts
ond ifs own network of cameras to televise live, And
lest the rest of Ausiralic forget ARQ), every Sunday
night at & PAM, ARG Sydnay is host to the Pepsi Chart
which is broodcost nationally and to other parts of the
world, fecturing mejor internafional recording arfists
and performers. There’s an in-house Aulo Teller

Machine end testefully capricious embellishments like

i

restirooms.

This i5 a venue thot megnificent-
ly renscends the axiom of imper-
manencé thatl pervades inferna-
tional clubbing - the concept that
the best vénue in ony given city
varies from night 1o night depend-
ing on the entertainment, staff
and patrens, though often irue, is
forgotien as soon os one enters
ARCQH Whilst many other clubs
are covered with fogodes that
conceal an inner flyby night seedi-
ness, the deeper one digs in ARG
the more pleosont surprises are
found. Spread over two levels and
a mezaning, on UNossuming
entrance, end on even lower key
lene way entrance that conceal
the wonder thot lizs within.

And if cynically concluding that
this is ¢ ploce mode exclusively
for the filthy rich, beautiful, and
famous, note that one of the most
outstonding focets and perhaps
on indicotion of Ausiralien egali-
tarionism is the "Inclinater® (no relafion o Arncld
schwarzeneger], a simply wonderful cpporatus to
maoke sure that the disobled ond incopacilated are
able to enter ARG} with @ minimum of fuss and bath-
er.

What iz a nightclub of truly world class standard?
Obviously there gre thousands of elements that con-
tribute but when you hove the rare privilege 1o be

nside such an esteblishment you know you're there. @

TECH SPEC

Exact specifications of ARQ Sydney’s sound and lghting sys-
tems are highly confidential, however wo can divulge the fod-
lawving...

Upper Level Audio: Digitally controlled acthve 5 way by Slave
sydncy and Phazon Mew York: JBL speaker components in
custom énclosures; Modified Crown and JBL amps:
Processors by Rane, Brook Siren Systems, dbx: Custom built
crossovers and programme equakizers; Technics SL 1200 Ml
turntabies: Pioncer COJS00 miced via modified Rane MmuE
Mmer

Lower Level Audio: [Comprised of two systems - back-
ground and dance floor) Background Systerm: 1BL Contrad 28
spcakers, JBL Marguee sub bass cabs; JBL amps: Rane and
dbx processors Dance floor System; Digitally processed
active 4 way wf JBL array, HLA speaker cabs and custom
UHF speakers; Hane and dbx, processors with modified JBL
DSC280 digital controller as main management; Crown & JBL
amps; Technics SL 1200 Mkl turntables; Plonesr COUSO0
mixcd vid modified Rane Mmx8 mixer DJ booths x 2, both
with active 3 way custom speaker enclosures, JBL amps and
Fane equalirers

Foyer & tollet Audio: JBL Control speakers including 285
and ceiling speakers: Crown amps: Rane & dby processors
Meke Syitem; Shure U-Series UHF Diversity System with Bera
584 handheld mike

Upper Level Lighting: Customized 7.5 tonne light rig: 4 x

mesz2

Martin Mac 250; 4 x Martin Mac 500: & 1 Martn Mac 600: &
x Martin Roboscan Pro 400; 2 x Clay Paky Power Raggl; 4 x
Clsy Paky Mini Scan HPE: 4 x Dynamo Hum 1500 wart
strabe: 40 x par 36 pin 5pot; DMX switches; Jands Echelon
lighting console, dimmers & distributors; DMX controlled
JEM Stage Haze machine; 15 indmidually operable & matoe-
ired stainless sreel 1&lescopic poles

Foyer Lighting: 3 x Clyy Paky Mind Scan HPE; Elektralits con-
troller

Lower Level Lighting: 8 x Clay Paky Mini Scan HPE; Jands
Echelon 500 controdlen; DMX controlled JEM Technohazer
February 2000 Laser System addition: 3.5 watt Oracle
Sepror full colowr laser dual scan; Oracle 3D laser contraller
AV System: Panasonic PT-L595 LCD Data Projector; Custom
rear projection module; Expanded rear projection surface
screcn; Metal Fllm surface coared mirmor, 2 x IWC HR-JE35EA
HiFi ViCR; KM-1200 Vision Mixer; KY-FSSBE CCTV Camera;
RM-LP5TU camera control unit; HZ-615MDU 1521 lens; AA-
PIO0EG powerpack: KY-D29E EMG Walkabout camerz: VF-
FIlE Viewfinder; KA-2TE Camera Adapter: AlGxSBRM 16:1
Zoom lens; BxTx AV Transceiver Link: Manitors; Dual channe
UHF mike system: Secondary mike antenna site; Secondary
camera antenna site; MATV system; RGB selector; RGS dis-
tributor; Exterior wid/mike pick-up cabling Upgradable dmx,
distribution system throughout entiré to space to allow for
Future additions and technological inngvations.
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