Ministry of Sound's latest venture inlo the Asian club market was peailztle roeressive howse, hip hop, disce, B’ B or alectro

» Clueh's main moom 2nd s loceied on the

mondoa™dr for the U

| Fe wenue msal




SOUND BY NAME, SOUND BY NATURE - AUSTEN DEREK ON
THE Mo5 SOUND SYSTEM
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b for the most part really good but the final production and sound
guality needs a kot of work. That's were the 5DX Q5000 comes into
play The SDX 3000 s a 3 way stereo crossover with three knobs
(Subs [ Full f Twester). This unit 5 hand made by Steve, |t gives the D]
the abelity to play with the crowd. |et’s say you have a break coming
up, you can begn to pull back on the Sub and Tweeter until they are
completely out (turmed off), then pull back a little on the Full At the
approprate time, the D] can either slam the SUB and Tweeter back
in or bring them back gradually and balance out the Full There is also
the option that the D can pull the Full all the way out so there 15
just Sub and Tweeter ar any combination of the scenario. This piecs
has besn in the night club scene for years. | used an original RLA,
piece that | made for the Londan club years back The switcher is

a valuzhble piece. It switches the master outputs, the booth outputs
and switches the inputs from one mixer 1o another i also switches
the system to a blank bank that allows the system 1o be muted

in the event of a fire so the evacuation commands can be heard
and understood The Crown amplifiers have incredible power The
aragram they are reproducing i€ done without effort. The Crowns
are jam packed with great features and the onboard DSP is a real
plus.You can see where the industry is headed There’s such a range
m the amps with the gain control that can really maich the system
up. | am a fan of a lot of power and these amps can produce i Ths
system has the ability to reach well over 140dB. It just sings 2long.”

Impressive indeed but what of the logistics involved in getting an
encrmous project like this up and running in the first place!

MaS Project Manager Peter Bowden is 2 veteran of three Mo5
venues in Asa. Here, in an exclusive interview with mondo™dr, he
reveaks how the Singapore venue came about and what we can
expect from Mob in the future...

moando*dr:¥When and how did the MoS Singapere project begin?
Wha contacred wham and hew was the location found?
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FB:"In October 2004 Cement Lee had visited Mo5 Taipe, he loved S
the club and throwgh an assodate of his, Darryl Young, | flew to
Singapore. Having tramped the streets there locking for sites (and
partners) over the last four years | wasn't too confident. [hese
guys were different Clement had vision and flair and wasn't scared
to take on this very difficult market Darryl knew the town, we
went from site to site, dub 1o club, until we came to Clark Quay. §
Formerly Clark Quay had been a secondary tounst location for bars
and restaurants but owners Capital Land along with the Singapore
Tourist Board were ploughing in millions of dollars to raise its
infrastructure and profile. The onignal building | locked at was ok bl
it was the shopping centre (a former cannery) that interested me. As
soon as | saw it | knew it was the right venue. Darryl and Clement
agreed, we shook hands, 48 hours after landing we had a st= anda
new partner’

mondo®dr: Who did you use for the design of the club!
PB:*This was to be a tough challenge, Zouk in Singapore had set B
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P white floors and furniture (whilst imagining the mantenance cost),

the custamers loved the colour changing ambience and the room
nas fast establched mself with the Champagne loving over 25 crowd.
The Tunnel was the last theme - we needed a fringe room where
the baundanies of new music could be enjoyed and the Ministry
ploneears could evolve tomomow's sounds. Besides the main rooms
we have the trade marksd Tatunger Sky Bar, whers VIPs can see and
Be seen. With enginal fumiture throughout the room, Clement went
the extra mile to create the ultimate VIP arez. In true Asian style we
have three private (VIP) rooms including the *Starkest' board room.”

mondo*dr:*Who thought up and created the water curtain?
PB:“The water curtain came about because | wanted to make

the main arena smaller when we first apened our doors, before

gradually openng scoreens to reveal the dancefloors Clement. as usual,

wanted 1o go beg, he wanted the largest waterscreen in the world
out tme and practicality finally settled on the 20 ft water wall with
projection from two 7500 lumen projectors

mendo*dr: In addition to the water curtain, what other unigue
facers are there?

PB:"We have fire on the balcony bar, snow machines, 2 fog hurricane
effect, low fog and the ultimate CO2 smake machine which fills the
club in two seconcs and brngs the temperature down ten degress

in an nstant,

mondo®dr:¥What were the most challenging and rewarding aspects
of the entire project!

PE:"Opening in Asia is always challenging but seeing the queuss
outssde and the ‘House Full' sign up night after night is ineredible,
After all s about making money and if the dub's full and the tills are

rngmng we've done our job.”

mendo®dr: This is your third MoS project in Asia. How would you
compare working in Thailand, Taiwan and Singapore!

PE:"Asia has been a learming curve for me.Thailand is beautiful with
the nicest people in the world but the timing was wrong and 2
manth before we opencd the government decided to move fram
2 24 hour city 1o closing at |am - never good for a nightclub, In

Tarwan we built a beautiful cub five miles from the eity in 2 new
area. [he venue is fantastic but the business is dependart on brnging
in talent with a big D] ke Tiesto, MoS Taiped's main room has to be
the ultimate venue for performer and dubber alike. In Singapare
everything carme topether, Great partners, fantastic location, mature
clubbers, suppart from the tounst boand, and the best club in the

worid.

meondo®dr:Where next? There's been talk of an MoS in Las Vegas.
Amny details?

PB:We have already opened in Hurgarda in Egypt (on the st
lanwary 2006) and have big plans for 20062007, We have 2 new
style bar ‘mini bar’ opening in England in March and since the recent
joining of Hed Kandi to the MoS stable, expect a new Kandi bar
concept and maybe some purpose built clubs as well As for Minestry
Asiz continues 1o be a target althouph Europe, India and the Middle
East have all shown interest As for Las Vegas, watch this space. [T be

getting my fingerprints scanned again m March as | fly in to the land

promises 1o be the biggest and best yet as Ministry opens on the
I

strip in lzte 20077 @ www.ministrycfsound.co m.5g
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